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* 18 185 of this Provitioh, in the Encour 


agement of the regwlar” 1 Tillage of the Kingdom, 155 a, ©. 
oe off the Exceſs of E Crops, and by the Monopoly of the home Markets until the Prices in 
" ww Markets indicated th ant of Supplies "from abroad, * In Oppoſition : to this $) Syſtem, it bas bre, 

poſed by the Parliament ofIreland, that Corn ſhall be Hamit on Term of Reciprocity between Great 

Britain and Ireland, at lo Prices than from the inons of Foreign Powers; And that Propoſition | 
having. been ſubwitledto the lat Parliament, was diſcuf d and deliberately rejected b by the Biitim Houſe ";-7 
Homme In the preſent ton of Parlizment, the fame Propoſition Has been moved, by way, of Ripzs, 
__r aftera;Bill for-regulating Corn Trade Dad been read twice, com | mitted and reported in the Houſe of 
© Y Commionty' previous to the Bil being re. committed; and as the Principles by witch the Importation. of. o- 
a reign Grain is to be governed, muſt importantly affect the Tillage of the'Kingdom and the Relief of! the Pegs 


: «ple-againſt Searcity ; it is neceſſary to examine with curzon, wo Frovifion introduced ; in bo unuſual a Stage 


of a public fill, that may ſhake thoſe Principles. $ © [3 


It is. propoſed to admit the Importatĩion of Iriſh cori into Britain, on Certain Dates viz. Wheat ben 


the average Prices i in Britain are 46s. per Quarter on a Duty of 28. 6d. per Quarter to the excluſion of foreign 
Supplies, and when the average Prices are 488. per Quarter on a Duty of 6d. pet Quarter. The Difference 
-bb ac per Qarter in the Duties, being thus intended” to become a Protection to Britiſh Tillage againſt undye 
Supplies ſrom Areſand; ſt wilt be proper, iſt. to conſider, whether this or any Difference i in the Duties will 
make this Protection effectüal, aceording to the actual Prices of the Time i in which this Propoſition, is 
made anf adly. to enquire, what effect this Regulation, would have” had upon the Commerce of Britiſh 
Cori entered Coaftways in the laſt Month at one Ports, if this r had been carried into e tes 
"be Butte” Mnths 4 ago. By 8 + > ; } 6 $038 


* © = ” 


| - . The Price of, Wheat | in feat Britain ac rated for the ut tv] \ kate, kon 488. to $08. per Gelen! 
29 and during that Period, the beſt-Iriſh Wheats' kiln- dried and ſcreened, bave been offered to be flipped 5 


___ Waterford the Port that furnithes the maſt confderatile.Snupnks cf Tri Dorn fe bob Quality and Cons 
dition, at 228, 6d. Britiſh Money per Barrel of 280 Ib. free on board, the Bounty of 26s.,8d. Iriſh Monexpet - 


Ton to the Shipper i in Ireland, To this Price of 228. 6d, per Barrel of five Buſhels of 56 lb. each, or 368. 

per Quarter of "eight: Buſhels ſame weight, 38. per Quarter Freight and 2s. 6d. per Quarter the protecting 
Duty being added, this Wheat would be delivered in Britain, Duty included, at 418. 6d. per Quarter: Againſt 
this powerful Rivalthip, of Corn puſhed, i in by the forcing Syſtem of Bounty: from a Country where labour 
is cheap and no Land Tax i is paid, into this Kingdom where the Land Tax is heavy and Labour high, nb 
Competition can be maintained; for the Iriſh ſupplies at ſo much lower Prices muſt depteſs the Prices of 
every Market into which they are poured, to the poſitive Diſcouragement of the Tillage in _ Diane 
and to the excluſion of the Supplies of Britiſh Corn now carried Coaſtways. to thoſe: Markets. A 


75 


5 This leads to the Enquiry, what effect this Regulation would have had upon the commerce of Britiſh Cory 
#ntcred Coaſtways in the laſt Month at one Port, if this Principle had been carried into Practice ſooner.— 
The Supply of Britiſi Wheat and Flour entered Coaſtways at Liverpool in the laſt Month February 17973 
exceeded 14, Warters of wheat and 6,400 Sacks or 44000 Quarters of Wheat-flour, exceeding on the 
loweſt:Conipiitation- 45,6001. Sterling in Value, and employing 3,600 Tons of Shipping i in the Coaſting Trade 
for the Supply of that Month's Importation | 'of Wheat and Flour only, at. one port. —If Irin Wheat 
und Flour had been admitted two or three Months ago, on the Principle of the preſent Propoſition, before | 
any actual Expediency of allowing Supplics from Ireland had ariſen; thoſe. coaſting Supplies muſt hate been 
excluded, by Supplies of Iriſh Corn at fo much lower Prices being ſubſtituted without Neceſlity, for the like 
Quantity « of Corn, the Growth of this Kingdom. But the Magnitude of this'Prdpofition can not be ſuffici- 
ently examined, by canlidering + it as applied to Wheat alone; for the mme Principle is inten ded to be ex, 
tended to all other Grain. —= The coaſting Supplies of Barley to the Port of Lirerpool in February 3 1791s ex- 


geeded 254000 Quatters, of mdte than +30joool. Value, and employing upwards of 400 Tons of Shipping 


The Coaſting Supplies of Beans to Eiverpbol in the ſutde Mobthiexceeded' 5,000Quarferd, employing, upwards 
pf ,x,000 Tobs of Shipping. The aggregate Supply of Wheat, 'Wheat-fiour, Barley and Beans in the Ja 
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8 prejudice.or probable Danger to the Tillage of Britain; it may next be proper to enquire, whether it is 
" neceſſary or expedient for encouraging the Tillage of Ireland, by examining the State of the Commerce ot 


"i it” NMEA evident 800 what has been dec that the Propofition' can not be admitted without « £2 BY 


Ireland in Oats, the Grain which is moſt abundant in that Kingdom. — The Importation of Oats and of Out- 
meal to Liverpool for the laſt Year, from Michaelmas 1790 to Michaelmas 1791, confiſted of the —— 
Supplies. | 


* Britiſh Oats 158080 Coaſtways, 3% l 3 — 83.777 * 
Iriſh Oats, 183,455 Qrs. and Iriſh Oatmeal, 7,243 Qrs. together 27,200 Tons, or 21090, 698 Qrs. 


Foreign Oats, ſeventeen Tons, or - 1 be ; N #7. 3 OP Q. 
Total SIN node niet ô a Fas 9 A a - 199,534 QOrs. 


of which Ireland aided by her Vicinity and forcing Bounty furniſhed upwards. of 27, 200 Tons, to the 
Excluſion of any Foreign Oats exceeding ſeventeen Tons, and to the Excluſion of any Britiſh Oats 


brought Coaſtways exceeding 8, 17 qrs. or 1,250 tons. It may therefore be expected that the ſame Advantages 
of Bounty and Vicinity, will give Ireland a ſufficient Superiority over Foreign Countries in the Commerce of 
Wheat and other Grain to all the Weſtern Coaſt of Britain, when that Kingdom can furniſh the Supplies 


required in this; and any further Encouragement to Iriſh Tillage, ought not to be given without Neceſſity, 
"becauſe it can not be granted without Danger of poſitive Injury to the Tillage of this Kingdom. . 


The Neceſſity for protecting the Tillage of Britain, will appear more ſtrongly from this Confideration ; 
that in Times of Dearth when the Crops bave been Deficient from the Viciſſitudes of Seaſons, to which this 
Illand is more particularly expoſed by Situation and Climate than the Neighbouring Kingdoms on the Conti- 
nent of Europe, the utmoſt Supply of Bread Corn which could be procured in one year has never exceed- 
ed ſix Weeks Conſumption to the People. The Harveſt of 1782 was very deficient, the Prices of Corn were 
in Conſequence very high thro” the following Year, the Ports were opened by Act of Parliament for the Im- 
portation of Foreign Corn until the Return of Harveſt, the Graineries of the Baltic were plentifully 
ſupplied with Corn at the Time, the Crops in Poland and in the North of Europe were Abundant, and the 


Prices of Corn abroad were moderate during the entire Period of the ſubſequent Vear; yet with all theſe 


Advantages, the aggregate Supply of Wheat which could be collected from all Quarters, amounted only to 
384,183 Quarters imported into Britain in 1783, very bare Proviſion for fix Weeks Conſumption to the 


Inhabitants; and if the Harveſt of 1783 had not been gathered early in very dry nn the moſt ſevere 
' Diſtreſs would have been experienced in the Manth af Soptoraher in L. Yoon. 


The Laws ought to be made effectual for AT Subſiſtence to the People, when there is a 1 of 
Scarcity; but this Principle of admitting Corn from Ireland at lower Prices than from other Foreign Coun- 
tries, will render the Relief · againſt Dearth precarious and viſionary. The Relief from Ireland, will not de- 
pend upon the Quantity of Corn which Ireland can furniſh, but upon the demands of other Countries in the 
Markets of that Kingdom. A dangerous Monopoly is propoſed to be given to Ireland, of ſupplying the Bri- 
tiſh Markets at cettain times with Corn; but it is not propoſed to give any Monopoly to this Kingdom in 
Teturn, of the Corn that may be for Sale in Ireland. When large Orders are ſent to Ireland for Corn 
from Portugal or. other Kingdoms, the Supplies from Ireland to Britain will fall off. If the Importation of 
Iriſh Wheat is admitted in May at 46s. per Quarter or at any other Price, and the Importation of foreign 
Wheat is reſtrained till the Price is 28. per Quarter higher; no Merchant can form an Opinion whether the 
Importation of foreign Wheat will be allowed in Avguſt or not, until the Iriſh Supplies are exbauſted. But 
whenever the Iriſh Supplies become inſufficient or are exhauſted, perhaps in June or July, the Effect will be 
violent and ſudden;in raiſing the Prices; and it may then be too late for the Merchants to ſend Ships with 
the proſpect of Advantage in the Purchaſe, or with Safety to the Condition of the Cargoes, to load fo- 
reign Corn to mect an approaching Harveſt, Whether the Importation Price of Wheat on the low Duty 
is fixed at 48s. per Quarter or at any other Rate, the Legiſlature muſt decide ; but that Price ought to be 
determined by the Principle of Expediency for admitting foreign Corn to prevent Dearth, and cannot with 
pe Sr AR by any other Rule, ; 


Whatever the Rates for governing the Importation of foreign Corn may be, when there is a Scarcity 
of Corn in the Country, the Prices will riſe to thoſe Rates; and the Average Prices of the Diſtricts for the 
Period of fix Weeks before each Quarter Day muſt riſe to the Importation Prices, before the Diſtricts in 
Want of Corn can receive any Supplies from abroad. In all Caſes therefore of Dearth preceding more preſ- 
fing Scarcity, the Buyers will find a neceſſity to pay thoſe Prices for a Period of fix Weeks at leaſt before 
any Supplies of foreign Corn can be had, and the Growers will acquire the Habit of receiving the ſame Prices 
under th 1 like Circumſtances z 3 and thoſe Rates will thus become a natural Medium, which the Farmers will 
F 0 | expect 


1 


tape to receive and which the Buyers muſt give, before forelen 4 can i admitted: "The „ N "08 
muſt in Conſequence pay thoſe Prices, and the Wagesjof Labour will naturally be raiſed in Proportion to tha 8 5 
5 5 Value of Corn. It is not ſo important to the Labourer whoſe Wages are 14d. or 18d. a Day, that the Price 
book Corn is a little too high or too low in Proportion to either of thoſe Rates of Wages; as that the 

5 Prices of Corn ſhall be kept as nearly ſteady and uniform as may be poſſible, in Proportion to the Wages he 
receives. But by this propoſition, the equality of Prices will be deſtroyed, and the Country will be ex 

poſed to the frequent Viciſſitudes of Plenty and Dearth; for by opening the Ports without Neceſſity to Iriſn 

Corn, before the Expediency of admitting Supplies exiſts, the weſtern Ports of the Kingdom will be glutted 

with Corn from Ireland in the Months immediately after Harveſt when it is not wanted, at the Seaſon of the 's 

Year when our own Farmers muſt carry their Corn to Market to provide the Payment of their Rents; and 1 5 2 

the Commerce in foreign Corn becoming ſuſpended untill the Iriſh Supplies are exhauſted, the ſudden Diſap- 9 | = E 

pointment of thoſe Supplies may expoſe the People to extreme Diſtreſs from the Want of Corn, and diſturb. 1 

the Peace of the Kingdom. And by a miſtaken Policy, an Axiom of one of the moſt enlightened Writers on _ 

Political Economy may be too fatally confirmed; (Smith's Wealth of Nations, Book 4th. Chapter 5th.) 

de that a Famine has never ariſen from any other Cauſe but the Violence of Government attempting, by 


"» 25 
= 


"CE Nen 
2 CIS EDS LES 
a x35 3 12 Rm 5 


1 


IE N 4 7 2 4 


© improper Means, to remedy the Inconveniencies of a Dearth,” : = 
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